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NATE DIAZ VS. MIKE PERRY, FRANCIS NGANNOU VS. PHILIPE LINS 
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THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED GLOBAL LIVE SPORTS EVENT 
WILL STREAM EXCLUSIVELY ON NETFLIX ON SATURDAY, MAY 16 
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Download Photos HERE (Photo Credit: Sarah Stier / Getty Images for Netflix) 
Additional Photos HERE (Photo Credit: Most Valuable Promotions / Michelle Farsi) 

 
New York City, NY  – April 15, 2026  –  Today at Palladium Times Square in New York City, NY former 
UFC champion and Olympic medalist Ronda Rousey (12-2, 9 Submissions, 3 KOs) and combat 
sports trailblazer Gina Carano (7-1, 1 Submission, 3 KOs) met face to face ahead of their upcoming 
fight on Saturday, May 16, 2026, at Intuit Dome in Los Angeles, California. This event will be 
professionally sanctioned under the Unified Rules of MMA with bouts contested over five, 5-minute 
rounds using 4oz gloves, inside a hexagon cage. 
 
Joining them were combat sports icon Nate Diaz (22-13, 14 Submissions, 4 KOs) and the “King of 
Violence” Mike Perry (14-8, 11 KOs), who faced off for the first time ahead of their highly 
anticipated welterweight bout at 170lbs. Former MMA heavyweight champion Francis Ngannou 
(18–3, 13 KOs, 4 submissions) and Brazil’s Philipe Lins (18–5, 9 KOs, 4 submissions) also joined 
Rousey and Carano for a second face-off ahead of their upcoming heavyweight bout. 
 
All bouts on the card will be professionally sanctioned fights contested under the Unified Rules of 
MMA. The event will stream live globally only on Netflix at no additional cost to its 325+ million 
members. The blockbuster event marks a major moment in combat sports as MVP and Netflix 
expand their footprint into MMA following the historic success of their global boxing events. The 
event brings together some of the most recognizable and dangerous fighters in the sport and 
features the most star power ever assembled on a single MMA fight card. Tickets are on sale now at 
Ticketmaster.com. 
 
See quotes below and view the full press conference on MVP’s YouTube channel HERE or Netflix’s 
YouTube channel HERE. 
 
 

https://assetshare.netflixstudios.com/e7ee2747-8059-4977-97b7-d844683a1749
https://assetshare.netflixstudios.com/1f9e95c5-8dd5-446b-a1fe-f8002bc5489d
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N5VO-8Aa6lXW4VvJrOnpZglAo0efCRMa?usp=sharing
http://ticketmaster.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_UxDXutTw0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PsPHgLVeyWU


 
RONDA ROUSEY QUOTES 
 
On the promotion leading up to the fight: 
It’s actually been really fun coming back and realizing how much I love it. Press always seemed like 
such a chore before. Coming back to the last press conference, I was like, "You know what? I'm 
really fucking good at this. This is really fun." And this is a really special event. This is something 
that's going to happen once in a lifetime at MMA. This is the beginning of something huge. And I'm 
just so grateful to everybody that's on the stage today that's willing to be a part of it. 
 
On others’ reactions to her return to MMA:  
I think I needed everybody to give up on me fighting again for me to know I was coming back to fight 
just for me. And I think that fighting became about everybody else, and that's what started to steal 
my joy from it. And my last two fights, I just didn't want to be there. And Gina's the one person that 
ignited that fire in me again to want to be there. And now I know it's just for me because everybody 
gave up on it. 
 
On how far she’s come with her health and training: 
I think we both needed this. We needed this goal, and I think it's the exact perfect time that it 
needed to happen. I'm glad I didn't work out before because before it would've just been something 
to us, but now this means something to the entire industry. 
 
On the current state of women’s fighting: 
Well, I think it's getting to a point where it's not a novelty to have women headlining events 
becoming commonplace. Hopefully, it's so common that it doesn't even deserve a mention. I think 
the ultimate goal is for women to have the same views and bring in the same revenue as the men 
and to be able to be compensated the same as them as well. 
 
On fighting for MVP and Netflix: 
I think that fighting for MVP and on Netflix, it makes this fight bigger than us. It's a game-changer for 
the entire industry. And I think that this is going to... Everything's going to be different for all of the 
fighters after this. This is an experiment that Netflix is undertaking, and I think that we're going to 
outperform every single expectation on this card.  
 
GINA CARANO QUOTES 
 
On the promotion leading up to the fight: 
I feel like I get to do this again, but the right way with the right vibe, with an incredible opponent. It’s 
groundbreaking. And I feel real peace and excitement about it. So it's not anxiety, it's like 
excitement, and that's new for me. 
 
 



 
On others’ reactions to her return to MMA:  
The last couple of years were a bit tough, and now my family looks at me and says, "You look 
healthy again." And my mom was like, "Are you going to do this? You have to make a decision, yes or 
no. And if you do it, you do it 100%." Before, I don't think a lot of people liked to see me fight, but I 
think that I've never felt more close to God than when I am fighting. I've never felt so myself because 
all of the impurities and bullshit goes away, and you really have to trust yourself in there to face your 
opponent. I missed this feeling, and I think the people that care about me know how precious this is 
to get back to myself after losing myself for so long. 
 
On the motivation to prepare for the fight: 
I wouldn't have pushed myself to the place I'm at right now without having said yes to this fight. In 
the depths of my soul and my body, I mean, I wouldn't have pushed it this hard unless I had this 
insane opponent gunning for me. Your [Ronda’s] Instagram videos really are inspiring. I'm like, 
“Okay. I'm purposely not putting anything out there because I don't want to get you anything to look 
at.” 
 
On this opportunity for redemption: 
I became more of a fan of fighters after I gave up fighting. Five years ago, I was like, "Okay, I'll 
probably never fight again." And so I got really into watching the fights and getting all giddy and 
getting actually nervous around fighters more than actors I've been across. And so, I became a 
genuine fan. So for me to be able to sit up here with these incredible fighters is huge, but also to 
face that in myself and kind of round out my story in MMA as well. A lot of people only know me as 
an actor and then they find out I'm a fighter. And Ronda's been so gracious to reintroduce me to the 
world. So it's really cool to have that recognized. I think that you're going to see the best of me. I 
really feel you're going to see the best version of me. 
 
On creating a new status quo for fighters: 
It is amazing to see how far the sport has come…I had knocked some doors down, she [Ronda] 
knocked some doors down, and now we're knocking doors down, this door down together. It’s just, I 
don't know, it's just magical. 
 
NATE DIAZ QUOTES 
 
On making the decision to be a part of this card: 
I thought it was a big opportunity, a good thing, to be a part of Netflix's first MMA card and to be 
alongside these guys right here, the best of the best. We’re out here, and we’ve got good opponents. 
Gina Carano, legend, Ronda Rousey, Francis. It's an honor to be a part of it. I'm glad I'm here. 
 
 
 
 



 
On how he feels about Mike Perry as an opponent:  
Yeah, I’ve got a big task on my hands. He's been doing great outside, and he's doing the biggest and 
the best things out here, and he's whooped the most asses. I’ve got a worthy opponent and a big 
task at hand. I'm getting ready for war. 
 
I think he calls for a good fight. He's a real fighter. He comes aggressive. He tries to finish, tries to 
take people out, and I do the same. I think that's what you get with that fight. 
 
MIKE PERRY QUOTES 
 
On facing off against Nate Diaz: 
A lot of young guys grew up watching UFC, seeing this guy, the Ultimate Fighter. Now I have the 
chance to fight him after everything I've proven, the king of violence, the bare-knuckle fighting, the 
true pain games. I'm here for the blood sport. It's tough with Ronda and Gina being so professional, 
and Nate doing it too. We got to talk some shit, hype it up, man. Me and Nate are going to be fucking 
bleeding all over the place. Hopefully more him than me. 
 
On his experience with boxing, in addition to MMA:  
I believe I'm going to hit Nate like he's never been hit before. I understand that he's very 
experienced, but I believe in the way the momentum is rolling, the youth I have on my side, the 
speed and power I have, and the energy. I'm looking to hit him harder than he's ever been hit, give 
him something he's never felt.  
 
On being the real king of violence: 
May 16th, we're going to co-lab, and one of us is going to walk away with both. I'm going to walk 
away with both. I'm the real BMF fighter, that's what people called it…when this fight got signed, 
they were excited to see the fight that they didn't get, and now they're getting it, and I'm going to be 
all over this motherfucker like white on rice 
 
FRANCIS NGANNOU QUOTES 
 
On his opponent, Philipe Lins:  
Of course, he represents a lot of challenges. I think we make the mistake of thinking of fighters as 
household names. It's not about household names. There was a day that I wasn't a household 
name, and I was still a dangerous fighter for any of my opponents. Maybe they looked down to me 
because I wasn't a household name, and then the punishment for that didn't come straight away. 
So I don't want to make the same mistake. 
 
I think we are talking about a guy that’s more in the position to come after me than I'm in the 
position to go after him. He basically wants my place, what I have, and I'm not willing to let him get 
that. So it's kind of a tricky thing. People undermine the motivation, the purpose that someone will 



have to fight, the reason why somebody will fight, and then just think of the name. Names don't 
fight. People fight. I just fight. I'm sure he's been in the gym training. Even before this fight, he was 
training every day. So yeah, I better be ready before I find out about that household name. 
 
On his hopes for a rematch against Tyson Fury: 
I've been hoping for that rematch for a long time. It's not happening. If it ever happens, I'll be ready. 
That's all that I can say. 
 
PHILIPE LINS QUOTES 
 
On facing off against Francis Ngannou: 
It was a very good energy to face off with Francis. He's an MMA giant. I respect him. Being in New 
York, Manhattan, Times Square, brings me great memories. In 2018, I became a heavyweight 
champion here. So I am always amazed to be here again. And my next fight is going to be the most 
important fight of my MMA career. It's going to be the biggest opportunity I have in my hands to be 
the best version of myself every day, every training session, every week, understanding better than 
what I need to do to beat Francis Ngannou. All respect to him. 
 
For more information, follow on X via @MostVPromotions and @Netflix, on Instagram via 
@MostValuablePromotions and @Netflix, or on Netflix’s Tudum. 
 
Visit the official Netflix page and click 'Remind Me' to ensure you're notified on Saturday, May 16th, 
when the action begins. Visit Tudum.com for up-to-date information about the event. 
 
About Most Valuable Promotions (MVP)  
Most Valuable Promotions (MVP) was founded in August 2021 by Jake Paul and Nakisa Bidarian with 
a fighter first ethos. Since inception, MVP has produced 30 live boxing events and currently 
promotes nearly 60 fighters, 16 world champions, and 26 top contenders. 
 
MVP has led boxing’s evolution in the streaming era through partnerships with the world’s leading 
platforms. In November 2024, MVP’s Jake Paul vs. Mike Tyson and Katie Taylor vs. Amanda Serrano 2 
was the first-ever live professional sports event streamed on Netflix. Paul vs. Tyson shattered 
records, becoming the most-streamed sporting event of all time with 125 million live viewers 
worldwide. MVP went on to partner with Netflix twice in 2025 for MVP’s Taylor vs. Serrano 3 and Jake 
vs. Joshua: Judgment Day. 
 
Today, MVP is the global home of women’s boxing. MVP’s Katie Taylor vs. Amanda Serrano in 2022 
was the first female fight to headline Madison Square Garden, while Taylor vs. Serrano 2 in 2024 
saw 74 million viewers globally on Netflix and became the most-watched professional women’s 
sports event in US history with 47 million AMA in the US. Their 2025 trilogy on Netflix topped an all-
women’s megacard that set the official GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ title for the most world 

https://x.com/MostVpromotions
https://x.com/netflix
https://www.instagram.com/mostvaluablepromotions/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/netflix/
https://www.netflix.com/tudum/features/ronda-rousey-gina-carano-mma-live-on-netflix
https://www.netflix.com/search?q=rousey%20&jbv=82718858
https://www.netflix.com/tudum/features/ronda-rousey-gina-carano-mma-live-on-netflix


championship belts ever contested on a single fight card, male or female, with 17 world titles, 
earning nearly 6 million viewers globally.  
 
About Netflix: 
Netflix is one of the world’s leading entertainment services offering TV series, films, games and live 
programming across a wide variety of genres and languages. Members can play, pause and resume 
watching as much as they want, anytime, anywhere, and can change their plans at any time.  
 
About Intuit Dome 
Intuit Dome, the home of the LA Clippers officially opened on August 15, 2024. In its first year, Intuit 
Dome has hosted over 100 live events and Clippers games and welcomed over one million fans. 
Located in Inglewood, Calif., Intuit Dome is built different and redefines fans' expectations for live 
experiences. To sign up to receive all Intuit Dome press releases and updates, email 
intuitdomepr@intuitdome.com and follow @IntuitDomePR. 
 
Press Contact 
MVP PR 
Michael Goldberg: michaelpr@mostvaluablepromotions.com   
Liz Keller: liz@mostvaluablepromotions.com  
 
Netflix 
rouseyvscarano-pr@netflix.com  
 
Intuit Dome 
Dennis Rogers: Drogers@clippers.com  
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